Creative PR and Marketing Strategies:

Don’t Just Think Outside the Box…Create a New One!
Shewanda Riley, M.A.
Jeremiah 29:11
When it comes to PR and marketing your book, rather than following others think about creating a path for others to follow.

1. Become Sensitive to Hearing God’s Voice.  Be Obedient to What He Tells You to Do…no matter how strange or odd. 

2. Get to know local/national  media professionals/pr specialists.  Attend meetings of the professional journalists in your area.  
3. Offer your services as a free-lance writer or columnist to publications (large and small).  
4. Participate in book clubs and other organizations that promote literacy, writing and reading.

5. Let  modern technology  work for you.  Create websites, blogs, email newsletters and podcasts for your book.  These can be done often for little or no expense.  
6. Network! Network! Network!  Sororities, fraternities, church groups, professional groups (Black MBAs) etc are good places to find others who may be wiling to support your efforts.
7. Create vehicles for your books and writing.  Sponsor and host workshops/conferences that deal with writing and/or whatever topic(s) your book may touch on. 

8. Support other authors and their works.  Buy their books and attend their events.  Remember, it’s not who you know but who knows you.

9. Offer yourself as more than just an author to community groups and organizations.  Sell yourself as an expert on a specific topic.  Most are looking for dynamic speakers at banquets and events.
10. Don’t be afraid to piggyback off of other more established events. For example, if your book has a character that deals with breast cancer, partner with an cancer awareness organization with events, etc.
11. Invest in  promotional items like book marks, post cards, pens, cd’s, dvd’s, candy, t-shirts, ball caps, cookies, cakes, purses, book bags to distribute at events.  All ways leave your audience with something about you, your products and how to get in touch with you.
12. Invest in more experienced marketing and media professionals.
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